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materials like limestone are taken into account, every ton
of finished steel requires the transport of 5 tons of raw ma-
terials in India. Similarly for the manufacture of 100 tons
of cement, 160 tons of limestone, 38 tons of coal and 4 tons of
gypsum are required. On account of heavy transport costs
such industries generally remain confined to the regions pro-
ducing the necessary raw materials. But, as discussed in an
earlier chapter, in industrially advanced countries like the
U.S.A. in certain cases even the iron and steel industry has
been drawn nearer to the markets.1 The distribution of iron
and steel industry in England and the U.S.A. has been also
greatly influenced by cheap water transport. Some other
industries like the manufacture of glass also use heavy and
localized raw materials like sand, but on account of the
nature of the final product they develop a tendency towards
market-localization. Excluding coal or liquid fuel, nearly
60 Ibs. of sand, 24 Ibs. of soda ash and 6 Ibs. of limestone are
required to produce about 75 Ibs. of glass; loss of weight takes
place mostly in soda ash and limestone and the principal raw
material, sand, is far more easily transportable than the final
product, fragile glass. Thus transport costs exert their in-
fluence in favour of regions providing the markets for glass
as against the regions containing the deposits of good quality
sand. The same principle applies to the manufacture of
certain heavy chemicals like sulphuric acid. Here also the
transport of raw materials is more convenient and easier than
the transport of the finished product. Finally, the element of
transport costs is not entirely dependent upon the weight and
distance of the materials provided by nature but is also affect-
ed by the transport facilities and rate policies of transport
agencies. Regional distribution of industries is sometimes
very much influenced by the rate policies of railways. This
fact is very clearly demonstrated by the early rate policy of
the Indian railways, which was unduly biased in favour of
the coastal regions and thus deprived the regions of the
interior of their due share of modern industries.
The location of some industries is determined mainly by
the'nature of their raw materials; industries like butter or
cheese making, meat packing, fish, fruit or vegetable canning,
1 See pp. 106-7.